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January 22, 2010

Kenneth J. McGhie, Esq.
General Counsel

Board of Elections and Ethics
441 4" Street, N.W., Suite 250
Washington, D.C. 20001

Re:  “Referendum on the Religious Freedom and Civil Marriage Equality Amendment Act
of 2009™

Dear Mr. McGhie:

This responds to your January 7, 2010 letter, in which you invited comment on whether the
proposed referendum, the “Referendum on the Religious Freedom and Civil Marriage Equality
Amendment Act of 2009” (“Referendum™), is a proper subject matter for referendum under
District law.

The following Summary Statement was contained in the Notice of Public Hearing that
accompanied your letter:

This referendum asks the voters to approve or reject the “Religious Freedom and
Civil Marriage Equality Amendment Act of 2009.” The Act would redefine
marriage resulting in persons of the same sex being permitted to be marry [sic] in
the District of Columbia, and would both provide and deny protections to
religious groups, individuals and organizations concerning their beliefs and
teachings about marriage.

Conclusion

The District has long been a leader in the protection of human rights and the eradication of
discrimination. The District’s commitment to equality, as expressed in the District’s Human
Rights Act, prohibits discrimination on the basis of sex, gender, gender identity, or sexual
orientation. In reaching this goal, there has been an on-going effort to amend the D.C. Official
Code to employ gender-neutral language, valid foreign same-sex marriages are now recognized
here, and, should the recently passed Bill 18-482, the “Religious Freedom and Civil Marriage






